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Hindoo saying, "A mean man, greedy of gain, becomes intolerable when in 
office," or that of Mangadu Setchen, "Do not get for a ruler one brought up 
to be a common man." 

Thus, to the student who would study the Book of Proverbs as a part of 
the world's gnomic literature, this work will be found a most valuable aid. 
The arrangement, or rather the lack of arrangement, is truly Oriental, but 
patience will not be unrewarded. Even the casual reader will find both 
pleasure and profit in this rich collection of man's wit and wisdom. 

C. F. K. 



Introduction to the Talmud. Historical and Literary Introduction, Legal 
Hermeneutics of the Talmud, Talmudical Terminology and Methodology, 
Outlines of Talmudical Ethics. By M. Mielziner, Ph.D., Professor of 
Talmud at the Hebrew Union College, Cincinnati. Chicago : Bloch & 
Co., 1894. Pp. 293. Price $2.50. 

Jesus Christ in the Talmud, Midrash, Zohar, and the Liturgy of the Syna- 
gogue. Texts and Translations by Dr. Gustaf Dalman, Director of 
the Institutum Judaicum Delitzschianum ; together with an Introductory 
Essay by Heinrich Laible, translated and edited by Rev. A. W. 
Streane, Fellow of Corpus Christi College. Cambridge : Deighton, Bell 
& Co., 1893. Imported by Macmillan & Co., New York. Pp. 47+108. 
To all but a very few biblical students, and even scholars, the Talmud is 
known only by name. The fact that its contents are not today practically 
important leads us almost to forget their historical importance. The twelve 
folio volumes which constitute this great Jewish literary monument embody 
the mental labors of the ancient Jewish teachers during a period of some eight 
hundred years, according to Dr. Mielziner, from 300 B. C. to 500 A. D. Their 
work, as mirrored in these records, was directed particularly to the exposition 
and development of the religious, moral, and civil laws of the Bible. Mingled 
with this material are many wise observations, ethical maxims, beautiful 
legends and parables, and valuable historical, ethnographical and scientific 
material. It is a remarkable production. In the Middle Ages it exerted an 
authority only second to that of the Bible itself, but at present its influence even 
upon the Jews is much less than formerly, while other nationalities give it little 
attention, even from an historical point of view. Modern Hebrew scholars 
lead, of course, in the study of the Talmud, and America has contributed in no 
small degree to the current knowledge, as may be seen by the list of works 
which the author cites as auxiliaries to Talmudic study. Germany, however, 
is doing most in this field of research, as in many others, and quite a litera- 
ture exists already, with additions being constantly made. Professor Strack, 
of Berlin, has just issued a new and improved edition of his Einleitungin den 
Thalmud (Leipzig : Hinrichsche Buchhandlung), a work of high value ; and a 
new edition of Wiinsche's translation of the Babylonian Talmud, with notes, 
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has been begun, to be completed in twenty parts (Berlin : Felber). Quite a 
little work, too, is being put upon the Talmud in France. It will, therefore, be 
seen that the literature upon the Talmud accessible to the student in English 
is very scant — only fragments of the Talmud itself can be had in English 
translation, and the many treatises are in German and French. English Tal- 
mudic study has made but a beginning. 

The two works whose titles are herewith given in full make a splendid 
advance along this line, and may well be procured as the first volumes toward 
a Talmudic shelf in one's library. 

Dr. Mielziner's Introduction to the Talmud is an excellent work. There is 
nothing of its kind in the English language, and even Professor Strack's Ger- 
man Einleitung is not so comprehensive. There is nowhere else to look for a 
large portion of the material which our author gives. He has brought together 
in this comparatively small volume the results of many years' research and of 
long experience as a teacher of the Talmud in a Hebrew college. The prac- 
tical value of the contents of the book may be seen from the chapter headings 
of Part I., Historical and Literary Introduction. They are : The Mishna, Works 
Kindred to the Mishna, The Authorities of the Mishna, The Expounders of 
the Mishna, The Gemara, Apocryphal Appendices to the Talmud, Commen- 
taries on the Talmud, Epitomes and Codifications, Manuscripts and Printed 
Editions, Auxiliaries to the Study of the Talmud, Translations of the Talmud, 
Bibliography of Treatises on Talmudic Subjects, Opinions on the Value of the 
Talmud, Why Study the Talmud. The other three parts of the work are equally 
useful and interesting, furnishing information and guidance as to just those 
aspects of the Talmud which one feels impelled to investigate. One need 
not look further nor wait longer for a competent handbook to the study of the 
Talmud, and with such a handbook available the current ignorance of Tal- 
mudic literature will hardly in the future be excusable. 

The other volume here considered, Jesus Christ in the Talmud, discusses 
a subject of very large interest, though little has ever been written about it in 
English. The book is made up of two parts, as the title shows. The first 
portion contains in unpointed Hebrew the forty-three passages from the Tal- 
mudic literature, with fifteen more from the Liturgy of the Synagogue, in 
which Jesus is understood to be referred to. These texts were collated and 
translated by Dr. Dalman. The second portion of the volume contains an 
essay by Herr Heinrich Laible, translated into English by Mr. Streane, upon 
Jesus Christ in the Talmud. Besides the translation of this essay, Mr. 
Streane has added brief footnotes and the indexes. The editing of Dr. Dal- 
man 's and Herr Laible's essays so that they could be issued in this valuable 
English volume was a commendable piece of work on Mr. Streane's part, but 
one is at a loss to know why he should presume to put his own name rather 
than those of Dalman and Laible upon the back cover, thus : " Christ in the 
Talmud. Streane." It has not been customary for a translator, or even for 
an editor, to place his name alone on the cover title. 
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One might suppose that the Talmud would contain much discussion as to 
the person, the acts, and the teaching of Jesus, since it arose partly during his 
career and the infancy of Christianity. But exactly that is what is not found, 
for in the Talmud Jesus is very seldom spoken of, and but little is known of 
him. This is indeed surprising, but Herr Laible endeavors to explain the 
fact by remarking that the growth of the Church was ever developing 
itself less under the eyes of the Jews, Christianity passing soon from Palestine 
and Babylon, the seats of Jewish study and activity, to the nations farther 
west. It was, therefore, possible for them to ignore Jesus in the main. They 
could not know much about him because the writings of the Christians con- 
cerning him were burned rather than read. What little reference is made to 
him is fanciful rather than historical. They regard him as a seducer of the 
people and a sorcerer and a fool who had given himself out to be God. Herr 
Laible is particularly anxious, in writing this essay, to show to Jews themselves 
that their Talmud is not a trustworthy historical record as regards its view of 
Jesus, because it had neither the disposition nor the opportunity to tell the 
truth about him. He therefore directs the Jews to look to the Christian Scrip- 
tures to ascertain the facts about Jesus, and thinks that if they can thus turn 
from the Talmud to the New Testament they will be set right in their attitude 
toward their own Messiah. Every biblical student will wish to see for him- 
self these passages from the Talmud about Jesus, so that the book will doubt- 
less and deservedly have a large sale. C. \V. V. 



Eastern Customs in Bible Lands. By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., etc., 
Canon of Durham, author of "The Great Sahara," "Land of Israel," 
etc. New York: Thomas Whittaker, 1894. Pages viii. and 262. Price, 
$1.50. 
Canon Tristram is well known to every student of the Bible through his 
contributions to biblical literature along the line of natural history. During 
his study and sojourn in the East he has picked up many valuable specimens 
of ancient customs illustrative of the pages of Holy Writ. These he has 
grouped together under twelve chapters or discussions or chats. Some of the 
titles are the following: "Jesus as Teacher and Healer," "Journeying in 
the East," " Eastern Dwellings and Eastern Feasts," " Pastoral and Agricul- 
tural Life," " Military System ; Wars and Sieges," " Eastern Jurisprudence," 
" Trade and Money." The author is a vivid writer, describing just enough 
of detail to invest his narrative with a delightful interest. Customs, old and 
yet new to the reader, follow in rapid succession, and hold the reader's closest 
attention. There is little of monotony in so novel a topic, and the student's 
thought is carried on to the end with an ever-increasing momentum of interest. 
To begin to specify particular cases of new-old Oriental customs and thought 
would be simply to aggravate the reader and bring this writer under the ban. 
This work is somewhat similar to that of Dr. Trumbull's, noticed last month, 



